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aipe Davis is television’s ‘it

girl’. She's North America’s newest

sweetheart, and lately she's become

Oprah’s biggest threar. But not many people
ar know it . . . yet.

: &w Since taking over as host of The Learning

Channel's Trading Spaces last vear, Davis has

risen steadily to celebrity stawus and the show is

erowing to lesendary prOpOTTions.

Cher 8.7 million people wne in
weckdays for an hour between 4 and 5—
Oprah’s coveted slot—and for an hour
Saturday nights to watch the show, in

which neighbors have 48 hours and
$1,000 to redecorate a room in
each otherss homes. The
Saturday show, which airs ar 8
and 9 p.m. EST, posted triple
digit gains in the first quarter of
2002 among people ages 23 o
54 over the same period last
year,
[ndeed, viewers are petting
hooked. They camp out on their
couches o ger the latest in do-it-
yourself home decorating tips and,
of course, to see if the neighbors
will strangle each other or hug
when their new rooms are
revealed at the end of the hour,

h:.r Erin Silver

at the ngnt time
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Taking them through the trials and
tribulations of this home decorating
drama is the always energetic, always
cheerful and always helpful Davis.

“Being the host of Trading Spaces is
really fun,” says Davis enthusiastically as
she unwinds with her mother in her
Manhartan apartment after a long day of
voice-overs and interviews.

*The hours are long and the work is
hard, bur [ probably
work the least hard

of everyone,”

she says,

refering to the homeowners, who often
waork into the wee hours of the night to finish
decorating their neighbor’s homes on time.
Her day starts ar 5 a.m. at the gym. By
8 a.m.
American city Trading Spaces is being
filmed. After makeup, her day really gers
underway with the “KEYSWAP " on day
one of a new episode. With neighbors

shes on site in whichever

under pressure to prime, paint, sew and
saw, Dlavis says she helps out “a lot, or as
much as | can.” She's also there to keep
participants motivated and the
designers, who puide each set of
neighbors, on budget and on
schedule. By 5 o'clock on

Day Two the “reveals”

begin.

are  Ser Do
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“The reveals are my favorite part,” says
Dravis excitedly. “It's whar the viewers have
been waiting to see for an hour and whar
the homeowners have been waiting ro see
for months, since they sent in their applica-
tions and were approved. [ still get butter-
flies every time.”

During the reveals, Davis walks each
set of homeowners into their revamped
room. Holding their hands, she asks them
o apen their eyes. Then she holds her
breath and waits for their reaction.

*The whopping majority of the time,
homeowners are thrilled and they cry rears
of jov. How does your day pet better than
that when they're all excited and crying
and they're hugging me!”

Bur for all the decorating successes,
the blunders are the most memorable,

“The most infamous in my mind was
when we were in Seartle. Pam [a home-
owner] walked out of the room and
sobbed in the hall because Doug
[Wilson, an often abrasive
\ designer] put a fagade

4 over her fireplace,”
recalls Davis.
Infamous in
the minds of many
others was Wilson's
changing one Oregon
couple’s living room
into a movie theater, com-
plete with chocolate-brown  currains,
scating platforms and aisle lights.

“The homeowners were shocked, and
the neighbors whao followed Doug’s instruc-
tions didn't like it either, but the home-
owners really were fine,” insists Davis,
despite a recent Time magazine article that
sugpests the homeowners were angry.

“They thought it was crazy and kind of
funny,” says Davis. “They kepr it for a
while, but they did change it back.”

When tears of rage begin ro spill,
Davis is understanding.

“Expectations are high,” she sympa-
thizes. “Everything is leading up to this
moment. [hey've worked for two days,
they're exhausted, vulnerable, emotional
and they've pot a camera in their faces. [t
understandable when they overreacr.”
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“| always offer words of advice, or tell them to live with it for a

while—often the next day they like it—or we suggest ways to change it. But
all you can do sometimes is listen.”,

It’s also very awkward, bur Davis helps them cope She says the interview was a lot of mock
scenes, with producers asking her questions
and pretending o be a neighbor
By the end of the interview, Davis had
become the new host of Trading Spaces.
Only one thing was wrong: her

with the disappointment.

“I always offer words of advice, or tell them to
live with it for a while—aoften the next day they
like it—or we sugoest ways to change it. But
all you can do sometimes is listen.”

By the end of each day, Diavis has name, which is actually Mindy
worked between 12 and 16 hours, Paige Diavis.
though her ear-to-car smile never *This story is really funny,”
seems to fade. Davis warns. "1 always used
my full name. Then one
xhaustion is sweet for the day we were on a confer-

ence call and one
person asked if Mindy
was short for any-
thing.
That’s my name.™

former musical cheater
actress, who had never
starred  on television  before.

Things began to change rapidly for said 'nope.
Diavis when Alex McCloud, host of season one of Tradmg Spaces,
lett TLL to start an acting career in Los Angeles.

“I found out that Trading Spaces was looking for a new host
from a friend of mine who's a producer for A Wedding Story |another
popular TLC program),” says Davis. “My friend called me imme-
diately and screamed into my answering machine, ‘Ch my God!
Oh my God! Trading Spaces is looking for a new host and you
have to apply!” | didn't think | had the slightest chance of
booking the job, but 1 called my friend back and asked her
what to do. ‘Send in your resume!” she sereamed!”

Davis sent in her resume and was nurmed down.

“They saw | had no TV experience,” says Diavis, who
had worked in the entertainment industry as a dancer
and acrress, having danced in the Broadway produc-
tion of Chicago and roured with the Beach Boys.

Bur Davis refused o pive up.

“] kept begging and calling. [ went to my agent and
wold her how much | wanted this job,” remembers Davis.
“My agent said, ‘Hello, you have no television experi-
ence.” | wld her that she had to trust me. She usted
me and supported me all the way.”

Davis’s agent, Wendie Adelman, wrote the pro-
duction studio a letter, vouching that Davis was
exactly the type of person for the job.

“Eventually they gave in and let me come for

"_\"H-r____

an interview.” [
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“My grandmother died on my birthday,

so in a way we’ll be eternally linked.”

Shortly after, a compromise was struck.
She was asked o consider being called
by her middle name.

“It was funny because [ was already
considering a name change. | was getting
married and [my hushand] Parrick’s last
name is Page. [ had to reconcile nort
taking my hushand's name.”

Davis had acrually been considering a
name change long before meeting her hus-
band, who is a theater actor and director.

“Since collepe 1 had always wanted to
be called Paige because Mindy was so
cutsey. To e, it was just fate.”

Davis changed her name in frone of
millions of people on A Wedding Story.
Her October 27 wedding aired on
December 29, and since then, nothing
has been quite the same.

“Afrer A Wedding Story aired, my life
really changed,” admits Davis. “People
recognize me on the street. They hug me
and prab me and kiss me and hold my
hands. They feel like they know me and
they wish me and Patrick the best. In a
way, they kind of do know me. I'm always
overwhelmed and touched on the street
when I'm approached. 6% very humbling
and flattering to he part of something
people love.”

Fame hasn't fazed this rising star. “The
only thing [ really do differently is leave my
apartment a lot earlier than 1 nonmally might
have. | per stopped and | want to meet
pecple and try 1o accommodate them.”

Her televised storybook wedding
struck a chord on the heartstrings of mil-
lions of people, who fell in love with Davis
that day. And it5 no wonder. The show
touched upon some very personal and emo-
tional moments in Davis' life—from her
grandmother'’s death, ro Parrick’s proposal,
to the reciting of the vows and the breaking
of the wine glass,

he intriguing details of Davis's life

begin 32 vears ago in Philadelphia,

where she was bomn. She never met
her biological father, but her mother, Ruth
Stoll and her stepfather, Rod, raised Diavis
and her younger sister, Brooke, to be
Jewish, Her most prominent Jewish memo-
ries date back to age 11 or 12, when Rod
converted to Judaism.

“Tt was that trime in my life when we
started lighting candles every Friday and
attending remple, even if [ missed the
school dance,” she recalls,

Davis arrended a small congregation
based in a house, "The sanctuary was in the
living room and [ was the only one there
my age. | went to Sunday school and
studied one-on-one with a rabbi. It was
great o have so much arttention ac thart
time in my life,” says Davis. “It solidified my
idea of Judaism. It was very special to me.”

Though she may have gained a solid
understanding of her religion, she didn't
have a solid home base. She and her family
changed venues often. Davis lived in
Virginia as a young child, attended elemen-
taty and middle school in Wisconsin and
went to high school in Kentucky, where she
studied dance at the Youth Performing Arts
School. After graduating from the Meadow
School of Ars ar Southern Methodist
University, Davis moved 1o Los Angeles to
be with her fiest hushand.

The marriage failed before the young
couple’s first wedding anniversary,

“It didn't work out,” Davis says seriously,
“l was too young. [ didn’t know myself.
married him because he was a pood man and
a Jewish man, but it just wasn't enough.”

She says the separation was “such a
depressing time.”

Then, in 1993, Davis was offered a
part in the musical Beaury and the Beast
and ook it
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Her luck in love was about to improve,
While on tour, she met Patrick, who plaved
the part of the talking candelabra Lumiere.

"We toured together for two and-a-
half years while doing the national tour of
Beauty and the Beast. Then | went with him
and helped when he directed plays.”

Afrer six vears of dating, the couple
was ready to settle down.

“Patrick proposed at Café des
Artistes, the most romantic restaurant in
Manhattan,” she sushes. "It was New
Year’s Eve of 2000 going on 2001 and he
convinced me to go to this extravagant,
black rie event. The previous year we
stayed at home and | made a gourmert
meal. | went all our for New Years at
home. He convinced me to go, saying this
was technically the new millennium. Plus,
he had to top what [ did last year.”

The proposal came as a complete sur-
prise. Even more of a surprise was the
engagement ring Patrick offered her.

“Patrick looked for a ring but he knew
how special my grandmother’s ring was to
me,” says Davis, who had such a unique
bond with her grandmother thar Davis
moved in to help care for the elderly
woman in her dying days.

“My prandmother died on my birthday,
so in a way we'll be erernally linked.”

Davis and Parrick were married in an
emotional ceremony in a friends Las
Vegas backyard.

“Patrick isn't Jewish but it was his idea
to break the glass, [t was very important to
him to incorporate Judaism into the wed-
ding," says Davis, noting that this was the
only traditional aspect of the wedding.

Her bouguer of flowers was one very
original and one of many very touching
aspects of the wedding, The idea, bor-
rowed from an article Davis had read in a
wedding magazine, was for Davis to stand
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“It took me a good five minutes to get down the aisle.

It was extraordinary. | felt these people were holding me up and
literally supporting me as | exchanged vows.”

at the top of the aisle without a bouquet.
As she made her way down to Patrick, she
would collecr flowers from 17 special indi-
viduals in the audience.

“l was immediately struck by the idea,”
says Davis. “It was more special and moving
than [ could have imagined. It was a won-
derful way to honor people, but | also thought
how nice it would be to feel as if these people
were ushering me into this new phase of life.”
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Attached to each flower was a leaf
with a Shakespearean quote inscribed on
one side—because she says Patrick is a
Shakespeare buff. A message written by the
giver to Davis appeared on the other.

“I wanted to read the messages as |
was handed the flowers. Some were
funny, some touching. [ was laughing and
crying . . . It took me a good five minures
to get down the aisle. [t was exrraordi-
nary. | felt these people were holding me
up and literally supporting me as |
exchanged vows.”

The kind of raw emotion that resulted
is whae first endeared audiences to Davis.

Ironically, Davis almost never made it
onto A Wedding Story. Before snapging the
job on Trading Spaces, she had applied to
appear on A Wedding Story and
was rejected. As the
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newly-named host of a TLC show, “it was a
promotional no-brainer 0 tape my wed-
ding,” laughs Davis.

Now, the tough part is being away
from her husband. During the first season,
Davis taped 45 episodes between August
and mid-April. This season, Trading Spaces
will be premiering 60 new episades, which
means that Davis will be filming for an
additional rwo and-a-half months.

“I'm away from home abour 20 days a
month. That's why we oy w do a few
episodes in New York. | really miss Patrick
when we're apart.”

Two days following the interview
with Lifestyles, Davis traded spaces for a
month o be with her husband who is
touring with The Lion King. Then she'll be
cetting back to business as TV% most
beloved home decorating diva, [esties]
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