w.% #4 ost people will admit
i to fantasizing about
redoing something in

I:: J b}I’ -
i’iﬁ,’ a judith evans thoma*
their lives—the garage, a bathroom, g
gardens denuded by deer, even the kids.
The bravest among us admit to fantasies of redoing
our lives. “If onhy *I would have loved to” or “but then” are quick and easy
excuses for putting off something we should have done a long time ago.

Then again, sometimes life intervenes and pushes us in the rght direction.
Paige Davis, recent host of The Leamning Channel’s "Trading Spaces” (seasons
2 through 4), had become an expert on how to make change happen—for oth-
ers. But when the “Trading Spaces™ higher-ups decided to take the show host-
less, she was the one asked to change. What's a girl to do? Luckily for Davis,
her real love and training is musical theater. Just coming off a stint playing
Roxie in Chicago, she'll be in Pittsburgh playing a very different type of woman:

Want 10 G0? me sound of Mustc june 14-26. Bynam Theater, 101 Sixth St,
downtown, Tues.-Fr., 8 pm,; Sat, 2 and 8 pm; Sun., 2 and 7:30 p.m. performance on
Sun., June 19, only. $14-$50. Tickets: 412/ 456-6666, www.pittsburghclo.ong.

Maria in The Sound of Music.

- .

Judith Evans Thomas: | heard a
rumor that part of your family lives
here. Is that true?

Paige Davis: My mom and stepfather
and sister live in Pittsburgh. It's one of
the two main reasons I'm coming to
do the show.

JET: Were you surprised when the
show (“Trading Spaces”) announced
it would go hostless?

PD: L. I... | don't know. It did happen
kind of quickly. They're going in a new
direction, and | wish them all the best.
JET: Are you sad?

PD: Very much so0. But at the same
time, it's nice to be home. I'm finally
able to spend time with my husband
and our dog, Sophie. I'm back in
dance class, and I'm cooking and
doing all sorts of benefits. It's also
allowed me to come to Pittsburgh and
do The Sound of Music,

JET: What's been the reaction of your
fans?

PD: Fans have been very supportive,
It's been validating and comforting. All
my friends are still out on the road
doing the show, so | hope people con-
tinue watching.

JET: But your original passion has
always been musical theater?

PD: | have a long association with
Chicago. | did the national tour. | did
the Broadway company. | did the
Portugal company. That was all before
“Trading Spaces.”

1E7: Did you really get married on air?

PD: TLC has another show called “A
Wedding Story]” and they featured our
wedding. They had cameras at our
wedding; they followed us the whole
weekend before, came to the rehears-
al dinner and the reception. It's like
the coolest half-hour video of your
wedding ever.

JET: Favorite leading man other than
your husband?

PD: (laughing): Well, my heartthrobs...
My all-ime favorite, biggest crush since
| was 3, s James Brolin... you know,
mamed to Barbra Streisand. Fve loved
him since he was Dr. Stevan on "Marcus
Welby” | used to go to bed at night and
pray that | would get sick. | believed he
was a real doctor and if | got sick |
could ask my mother to call him. |
was 50 in love with him. Still to this
day when | see him, he is Dr. Steven.
JET: Do you have a favorite movie?
PD: James Brofin in anything. Dirty
Dancing. Waiting for Guffman—it's
about a litthe town putting on a show,
a mockumentary.

JET: When you're in Pittsburgh, what
do you want to do?

PD: I'm looking forward to hanging
out. The Warhol Museum is always
great, as is the Mattress Factory. It's
also pretty special that Pittsburgh is 50
close to Fallingwater.

JET: i you had to write your epitaph,
what would you say?

PD: | don't know. | guess | would want
my epitaph to just say “Thank you?
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Paige Davis breaks the ‘Sound’ barrier

The former "Trading
Spaces’ host

and musical theater
veteran is eager

to play feisty Maria
for Pittsburgh CLO

By Johnna A. Pro
Pittskergh PostGazotte

f the folks at Pittsbargh Clvic
Opera have any concern about

ing the s=ats for the upeiming pro-
duction of “Sound of Music,”™ they
e not WorTy.

*My mom has e
}:m-ammningtnlmmw mPﬂm
Davis, who will star as Maria in. the
Rhchard r&amd Oscar Hammerstein
classie which opens here Tuesday.

Daviss mother Ruth and her step-
father Rod Stoll have made Scott their
home for 17 yvears. Along with sisfer,
Brooke — and an assortment of family
and friends — they intend to cheer on
her CLO debut at several performances.

“Tt's all kind of surreal, Her whide ca-
reer L5 still not sinking in,” her mother
said. “It's great. It's a wonderful feel-
mﬂl

Diavis s best known as the former |“o

host of The Learning Channel's hit show
“Tt'ading Spaces,” bk her background is
musical theater.
Her list of credits includes the na-
o g
appearances in "
Chorus Line," “Company.” “Pippin” and
“Hello Dolly." She was a back-up dancer
ﬂn' 'Iil'm Beach Boys, and she appeared
last summer as the merry
le Hart in “Chicago,” a
mleshere_:rlﬁed in Aprril on the national
LOALT,

discovering herself and spending time
1i|i“iI-l‘t|'|. Pﬂrﬁ; o Mindy

remembering w is

T sabd Davis, 35, whose uses her

m amd maiden names professional-

h’hut\'ﬂmihmﬂb‘ still calls her Mindy
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thd bes £ New York Chy's 11,000
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Paige Davis rehearses her role umﬂ'ﬁ'hrl’tmhrm CLO's production of “The
Sound of Music.”

'IIEE:.W mrhthﬂhﬂmnm»mrv
]
v | i

Immihrmd.l'ﬂ"'

had to m;n ﬂm
“ﬁ'ﬁmm :

u:rmmmm
rmluﬂh:nnrmmemdmmhdp

ﬂls'.lth!_

A

Mt Ptk phatos . .

Prttsbmgh CLO's "u'mTrapp family singers, from left: Trevor
Misplay (a5 Kurt), Alyssa Smouse (a5 Louisa), Patrick Sheffier
{as Friedrich) and Emily Walton (a5 Liesl) join Paige Davis (a5
Maria) in a rehearsal of *The Sound of Music,”



CLO emphasmes musical’s romance

Paige Davis has a
sweet voice that nicely

renders the show’s most

familiar songs.

REVIEW

BY ALICE T. CARTER
TRIBUNE-REVIEW THEATER CRITIC

As with any live stage show,
you never step twice into the
same production of “The Sound
of Music."

Given the frequency with

which it appears on area stages,

its tale of the healing power of
music and love offers few sur-
prises In its outcomes and reso-
lutions, even for those seeing it
for the first time. Nevertheless,
directors differ in how they ap-
proach this audience favorite.

Sometimes, producers of the
Richard Rodgers/Oscar Ham-
merstein Il classic emphasize
its sugary tale of cute children
and precious little songs about
whiskers on Kittens and lonely
goatherds.

Other times, the same musi-
cal seems more like the tale of a
failed novice who finds her call-
ing is to bring happiness to
seven winsome children and
their widower father.

Under the direction of James
Brennan, The Pittsburgh Civic
Light Opera production that
opened Tuesday at the Bene-
dum Center becomes an un-
abashed love story concentrat-
ing its attention and affection
on the burgeoning romance be-
tween Capt. Von Trapp and his
children’s accidental gov-
erness.

With Palge Davis and Robert
Cuecioli as Maria and the Cap-
tain, it's an engaging enough
way to pass a long summer’s
evening.

Davis, known most widely as
the popular hostess of the cable

show "Trading Spaces,” empha-

sizes the impish, irrepressible
side of Maria's personality. In-
cautious as well as assertive,

her Maria is not at all shy about

confronting the Captain’s rigid
methods of child-rearing. She
has a thin but sweet voice that

i 1 e e ey
o o B ol i N, T R

‘The Sound
of Music'

Produced by: Pittsburgh Civic
Light Opera

When: Continues through June
26. Performances: 8 p.m. Tues-
days through Saturdays, 2 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays, and
7:30 p.m. today

Admission: $14 to $50
Where: Benedum Center, Sev-
enth Street at Penn Avenue,
Downtown

Details: 412-456-6666 or
www.pittsburghCLO.org
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nicely renders the show's most
familiar songs such as “My Fa-
vorite Things” as well as the
show’s title song. She's relaxed
and affectionate with the chil-
dren as they sing “Do Re Mi,”
“Eidelweiss™ and “The Lonely
Goatherd.”

For his part, Cuccioli’s Cap-
tain is appealingly stern but

" -:l.- ; A Ny Sl .

tortured, remote and awkward
around nearly everyone, from
his children to his fiance. If his
character has a fault at all, it's
in the ease and earliness of his
capitulation to Maria’s philoso-
phy of child-rearing.

A strong secondary cast
lends interest to smaller roles,
Donna English wisely makes
the Captain's elegant fiance

Elsa Schrader congenial despite

her Nazi sympathies. Patrick
Quinn’s pragmatic, easily com-
promised Max Detweiller is hi-
larious. Together, theyre a
comedic and entertaining pair
of cynics when singing “How
Can Love Survive?”

Emily Walton, Patrick Shef-
fler, Alyssa Smouse, Trevor
Joseph Misplay, Kristin Ser-
afini, Alyssa Gephart and Allie
Rachel Ryave portray the
lively, highly individual Von
Trapp children.

Also turning in nicely

rounded, interesting characters

are Terry Wickline and Ted
Brunetti Sr. as the Von Trapps'
housekeeper and butler, and

T A

PITTSBURGH CIVIC LIGHT OPERA |

Paige Davis (center) sings to the Von Trapp children in Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera’s production of
*The Sound of Music”

Meg Bussert as the approach-
able and understanding Mﬂthﬂr
Abbess.

Coming in at nearly three
hours, “The Sound of Music”
takes its time to reach its.pre-
dictable conclusions. But Pitts-
burgh Civic Light Opera pro-
vides us with a comfortable,
solidly built and first-class ve-
hicle with which to make the
journey.

i
Alice T. Carter can be reached
at acarteri@tribuweb.com or
412-320-T808.
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