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Southern Vanity

AS SHE WRAPS A PHENOMENALLY SUCCESSFUL Broadway

run of Chicago and gears up for another season of Trading Spaces,
Paige Davis “takes ten” with Southern Vamity.

Dancing and entertaining since the age of 13, were you always a
‘ham' or did something specific spark vour inner-supersrar!?

[ definitely have been a ‘ham’ all my lite. I'd perform for anybody
wha'd watch. | rhink it was really dancing that [ fell in love with. As
a child it was my nature o put on skis and shows. 1 loved
performing. In terms of actually thinking about it as a carcer or as
something 1'd actually pursue, train for and make a permanent part
of my life, it was the dancing that got me truly commirted.

Bom in Philadelphia, moved o Dallas, then Los Angeles, then
to Manhartan. With this peographical ping-pong, where do you
call ‘home'?

Paige Davis ..

by Donana Galloway and Allison Hollingsworth

[ also lived in Virginia, Wisconsin and Kentucky, Home now is New
York, which [ love. ] tend to tell people I'm from Philly because 1 was
born there, or from Louisville because 1 went to middle and high
school there. | think you rend to form most of your identities where
you go to school. My childhood was spent all over the place. Now
sometimes when people ask me where 1 live [ say, ‘the road.”

Tell us about vour family ties.

There's Pateick, my husband and our dog Sophie ... and my mom
and stepdad, my dad and stepmom and my vounger sister, Brooke,
She's in stape management and has acrually been a production
assistant on Trading Spaces a number of times, She's rerrific! Ours isa
petfect example of nepotism because certainly her being my younger
sister got her on the set. Now they beg for her to come back because
she's s0 pood! She should be proud. P'm always thrilled o have her
come out and keep me company. [t nice o have family
companionship on the road.
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You graduared from Dallas’ very own Meadows School of the Arts ar
SMU. Give us the skinny on your time here and whar you miss
about Big [

What I remember most 1s The Container Store! | think that's one of
the greatest places in America. 1 used to actually go there just to
hang our and drool over the organizational options that were
available. 1 was a real sucker for La Madeleine, woo. We'd sit ae the
outside tables forever and have coffee with bread with jam. That was
always a cheap way to have a civilized experience. | didn't have a car;
| lived on campus all four years. My college life was quite packed, so
in terms of ‘fun’ [ really didn't have a lot. | worked three jobs through
college and | was also a member of the dance company. Berween
rehearsals and work, [ didn't really do the strip with all the bars and
restaurants, Greenville Avenue or Deep Ellum. A couple of times |
went up to the top of Reunion Tower. That was cool—rto look at che
city from up there. When my parents would come to visit, we'd do
the whole JEK thing. | found thar completely fascinarting. [ think
anvbody who spends any time at all in Dallas should do thac ... it
just interesting history to go into the book depository and see all
that's there.
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D vou still keep in touch with vour fellow Meadows studentes!

Yes, in fact one of them is in town right now with her hushand and
1.']'..311Lg|:'LTE1‘. She came 1o f:ﬁfc:.:lgﬁ. She was my best friend in college and
the bridal bouguer arrendant at my wedding.

You and Patrick were married on national television on TLCS A
Wedding Storv. Do you think you experienced a different set of jitters
than maost brides da?

Moy, [ really don't think | did. In face, | was very calm on my wedding
day and would have been regardless of the cameras and crew. 1 had a
very enjovable Wedding Story experience. The crew was really
inconspicuous and just ler the action happen. Ar the rime of the
wedding, | had been doing Trading Spaces for a tew months. Because
A Wedding Story is also produced by Banyan Productions, they hire
the same camera company to tape both shows, s0 some of the people
on the crew for A Wedding Story were actually the people I'd worked
with on Trading Spaces. They were more of an extension of my
triends, a friendly face who wouldn’t throw me ofi-kilter seeing them
there. | think it could have porentially been more awkward for my
tamily and Pacrick, but for me it was a completely pleasurable
experience. | hardly noticed they were there, and in facr, when |
wot our pictures back from the wedding, it shocked me 1o

see the cameramen there. [ asked myselt, "“When was

he there!” The fact that he was in the middle

of the archway as [ came down the

aisle and | never even saw him

there shows how sly they

are in capturing

pictures.
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To what do vou artribute
the phenomenal success
of Trading Spaces! 1s it the
ultimare realicy TV!

Trading Spaces appeals o
people of all ages. There

is .-;L:-|1ml|1i|1;_=, foan everyone
show. [f it's
decorating you're into, or
jeopardy or voyeurism, it's
all there. There is an
ensemble feel to the show
that tends o have the
same appeal of Friends or
MASH or Cheers. Viewers
can feel and

on  the

see  the
relationships, the cama-
raderie that exists and it’s
a big, big appeal. It's one
of the main reasons Trading Spaces remains so successful and
thriving ... that we all have a grear working relationship, on and off

Paige at SMLU 1987

camera. [t really fun out there! And people want to be a part of the
fun we're having,

['ve often said people believe we all toot around in a rrailer and
pop out as a big group saying, "We're here!” like clowns our of a VW
Bug. But of course, we don't, | go months withour seeing some of the
designers and carpenters depending on schedules.

Alse, right now [ think transformation
television is hugely popular and [ credic
Trading Spaces wirh setring the bar for that
whaole penre of television. People want to see
‘before’ and ‘after’ and if that can happen
wirh a rime limit and a budeet, all the berrer.
It seems doable to the people who are
watching and it's inspiring; it makes i
atrainable. It gers people off their buns wo do
things in their own home. And maybe they
aren't 2 master carpenter and can't build an
armoire on a weekend, and say, 'Ok, | can't
do thar by myself in two days for $1,000 but
| can cermainly do something! And even if |
wanted to do that, it might not take me
much longer than two days or cost much
more than $1,000. It's possible.’

Paize by Paige (Meredith Books), a ‘vear in the
life’ Trading  Spaces
experiences, gives us some insight into what
really goes on while taping the show, What
maotivated you ro wrice it?

journal  of  vour

[ did it for two reasons. One, | thoughe there

aboun

were some really great stories o tel
the show and the crew thar 1 wanred ]‘-L'L'lj"h:
to know. [ purposely didn’t just recap the
episodes. There were a lot of really funny
things thar happened on the ser, but if it
wound up in the episode, then | tried not to
ralk about it. 1 wanted to recount stories that
wouldn't ger told unless | old them. 1 also
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wrote it, honestly, just to see if I could. The idea of the book was
presented to me, and | thought, “Well I've never written a book." But
then 1 realized I'd never hosted a home improvement show either
before Trading Spaces, so maybe 1 can write a book. | gave it a shot.
[s heen very successful.

Are there ever any absolure disasters on the show that end vp on the
editing room floor because they're just too ‘tragic’ to air!

1 know this sounds terrible, but, no ... the more tragic, the berrer
the television. If something’s good TV, we use it. Nobody hopes
far tragedy, of course, but 1 can't imagine a producer not using it it
it exists. Sometimes viewers see tears, bur a lor of times it's really
just funmy.

Some projects on Tradimg Spaces seem impossible for such a shon
time frame. Are there decoraring fairies who come out ar night and
help make sure the show makes its deadline? Do the homeowners
really finish in 48 hours!

Is real. They de finish it themselves and sometimes in even less than
48 hours. There's a lot of planning that goes into the project betore
we get on set and the designets shop for paint, fabrics and accessories
the day before we film. Bur yes, it gets done in two days. When the
homeowners don't finish their homework, it can really set us back. [f
there's one thing thar America doesn’t see, it's how often things
(projects) get cur, especially if it was never addressed on camera.
There are a lot of adjustments that go on during the day to make sure

Comtinteed on page 42
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Comtinued from page 1.2

that it happens on time. We're actually going 1o be changing a lot of
that preplanning now with the new season. The designers will be
more “on the fly"” this vear. We'll see what happens.

From a 5:-.|ru|'5'-|n.|-,]-;-il, audition, landine Trading ."{|"'-.l|.'|.'.~i has been a
boon to vour television carcer. B whar effect, il".1|'|':.'. do vou think

'il_mh ]'I:_I.l CI0h Yurlar ].":"FI.ZIiI.]'.'.'H"_!' lZiIFI_'I_"iEI

That's the |"i}_1 jnL:r.' O P-Tn:nhr:l'_c ... you have o do TV in order o

:
helped me. [ certainly didn't know thar Trading Spaces would explode
into the phenomenon that it has, but having that level of
recognition from TV helped me get roles in theatre.

One of the greacest things about the crossover of TV and
thearre is that having familiar faces and names gets butes in the seats
and that's good for a lor of reasons. 1t gets people to go o the thearre
who wouldn't normally but choose to go because they're fans of a
particular person. ['ve had many people rell me after the show, “This
is my first Broadway show. | came because 1 love you.” That's really
powerful. [ always say 1o them, “Well, | hope it's not the last.’
Chances are it won't be their last time because, coming away from
Chicago, a fabulous show, they'll say, “Wow! [ like this berter than the
movies!'" The more people that come to the thearre, the more
performers are kept in work. Not all the performers are playing Roxie

do theatre. There's some merit o truth to it because its definite

Hart or Velma Kelly or Billy Flynn, but they are paying their rent.
That's cool, I've been on both sides of it ... T was in the ensemble cast
of Chicagn and 1 covered both Chita Rivera and Mary Lou Henner. |
watched as different names moved in and our, and while | warched,
I kept pesting a paycheck.

A Chorus Line, Pippin, Midsummer, Hello Dolly, West Side Story,
Beanty and the Beast and now Chicago—talk about your travels and
'I_'l'l_l._"' ]'IL:I'EII,"lL"' "!.'l.'lLII'l.'I,_"' met iII:-"l‘I,L' I‘]'ﬂ' Wy '|.'¢.'|"|I.'I ['l:lHI.lI." il ]"'I."f'll.'l.‘ll'll."[l.'l ['l'l:i'!lTI\-.

on vour life.

[rr this business, you get used to becoming very close to people and
then maybe never speaking to them again. 1 think vou tend to keep
one or two people from each of those experiences in your life. You
have to be able to sav hello and socdbye—well, not soodbye,
because you may end up crossing paths again. There's an understoad,
‘Although we had this wonderful time tosether during this show,
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that doesn't necessarily mean we'll remain chis
close the rest of our lives." You can’t meer 30 new
people every four months and have that be your
new set of friends. You do tend o have one or two
that linger with vou, Most of my close friends arc
just 1|'|_;,IL—|'",_'|.:I[‘||,,' ['ve mer working who became a
part of my lite ... and of course, my hushand,
Parrick. He and | mer during a national tour of
Beaury and the Beast. Thar one radically changed
my life!

Cn to Chicagn now ... the whaolesome girl-next-
Jdoor lands a role as Roxie Harr, a sexy, murderous
vixen. How did thar come abour and what's thar
contrast like for you?

It's pretry grear. [0 obviously helps thar | had
utiderstudied as Roxie. Thart's a big part of how |
was able o land the part. Another big pare of it
was that | had a lot of support from Banyan
"raductions, TLC and Discovery, who wanted o
|_'|_I._*JP I'l'l..,'lkl._' E]'l.'ll_' .\_:ll'l_"i'll_-l'l_ I_'IL'I,_'I.'I['I"II,,"' H T{'.’Il'ir'!.' E-'a'IT Ime. T': ey .l':[lt‘“' |:~Il.'l'||"|' h'll!_'ﬂ.'

the opportunity was for me. They actually had 1o change their

production schedule to make it possible for me o go. I'm so blessed

[ .|'|II'-.'I.[‘ I'Ile.l ||'1L"11!| '-I[['l‘-l:'li'l e ||'li1| 'l.'.'i'l'!.-

Wholesome girl next doot” can be a ough persona o own.
Expectations are somerimes great and public demands high. You've
actually known controversy recently over a TV Guide cover and an
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AlIDS tund-raising event. Much ade about nothing or is there more
to the story!

With regard to the TV Guide cover, 1 do think that was much ado
abour nothing. I've had no problems from that at all. With regard to
the Broadweay Cares/Equity Fights AIDS benefit, | definitely feel very
sorry for any fan thar was pur in a position of difficulty because they
didn't understand thar particular sitwarion. It was taken out of
context, although ['ve clearly stared thar it was for a good cause. We
raised over $300,000 in one nighr, Seill, it can be something rthat’s
hard to understand if vou don't know or understand the namure of the
event and how reputable and innocent it actually was. | can see how
it could be confusing and difficult for fans, especially parents
of small children. If it's caused them any difficulty, 1 feel really
sorry for it. Of course, because of how it was handled, [ would
make a different choice it | had it to do over again. Bur [ srand
behind Broadway CarvesfEquity Fights AIDS as a wonderful
organization that | will continue to support as much as [ can,

Yo you think Chicage, the movie, sparked resurgence in
papularity of its Broadway-production sister! Generally
speaking, what's your take on Broadway productions being
rranstormed into films?

Peaple have been doing thar forever. Most musical movies are
stape shows first. In the specific example of Chicago, | think the
movie is the best thing that could have happened to the stage
production becawse it breathes all new life into i, Musicals can
only have so long a run before it's time for something new. Bur
the movie Chicago made people sit up and take notice again,
Chicago is a grear show! People are inspired o see it on stage

afrer seeing it in the movies.

How difficult has it been to meer the physical demands of
theatre!

['ve been working with a trainer and trving very hard o ger
back into shape. It's been very hard for me ... it’s been roush
working out almost every day. You can't just stop dancing for
three years and then have it come back just because vou want
it to—as much as | wanrted it to. | paid the price. I've
sprained my ankle, hurt my back and have been in a

significant amount of pain, but still do the show every night.
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[ L'.-_-l:[' sAVINg 1o Il'I'r'hl_‘Il., Suck i up. There's just a shoet time lefr ...
suck i up!’

Would you describe your beauty rourine as high maintenance or low
maintenance! Any ‘can’t live without' products! And what's in your
purse tight now!

Illn ilH:IIr.‘u'ht‘rL‘ in |:"|.'|.1.'|'|'."|'."'|'| .lll"l'i' :l“l.l |'|'|LE|:'I [1l:|i:|‘|[|.‘]'|;1r1|:_'n::. ,"ﬁ'.'l'll.:l
products! Mascara. | usually carry gloss and a pressed powder in my
purse. And 1 use MAC' peach
concealer. [t really sheer and nice.
It probably doesn't cover torally,
but it's really light. 1 like to keep
that with me, too.

IR -
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Turning the 'Taige,” what's next

Fl.]]' '!."i IIIEI

Another season of Trading Spaces.
We have all kinds of specials
coming up so stay ned. We shot
12 episodes (two cach week) of
Trading Spaces last year, so when
we're filming its a busy schedule,
I'm looking forward o ir!

And we look forward o seeing more of this dynamic talent as
she hosts another season of TLC's decorating ‘dramedy.” According
to Paige, surprises abound in the coming episodes, but it's no surprise
o us why she's become America'’s favorite keeper of the keys, B
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