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HERE'S THE

RILL.S.

With spin-offs, specials, DVDs and
more, Trading Spaces has taken off,
and taken over ey KELLY ALEXAND
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and rewire lighting as thay
redecorate a room in their
neighbors' homes with the
help of a carpenter and ane
professional designer each,

Trading Spaces’ run-
away success is especially
uncanny for a program that
launched an a cable chan-
nel known only for,..well,
it wasn't really known at
all, The show opened the
flondgates for new viewers
and a whole slew of “Life
Unscripbed” programming,
including What Not o Wear,
Faking It (like Spaces, bath
BEC imports) and While
You Were Out.

It also changed the
tabric of the entire home-
Improvement genre, making
ail thoze other horme-
makecver shows on cable
passitle, from Discovery
Chanrel's Surprise by
Design to Home & Garden
Channel's Weekenag War-
riars and Design on a Dime,

Why has this little show
flufted our collective pillows?

faybe its lack of irony has
something fo do with it Any-
ore who has ever refinished
a coffee table knows that
home-improvernent projects
are emotional; If you invest
your time in the re-creation
of any part of your own shel-
ter, vou want tha endeavor
o turn out well, Tracing
Spaces was the first televi-
sion show Lo tap into the
reservoir of our warm and
fuzzy, de-it-vourself feelings
in away Bob Vila and Martha
Stewart never could.
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TRADING FACES: THE NEW DESIGNERS

CHRISTI PROCTOR RICK RIFLE
HOMEBASE ]
| Waco, Texas Los Angeles

. CiEDEM

| Interior design major at

Bavlor University; owns an

interior design business

Theater, film and
television set designer
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! "Mabady onthe show's

| style is close to mine. | am
nol contemporary at all”

“Classic twisted Hollywoaod" |

| "Cheap rustic elegance”
(HAT THEY'LL BRING TO TH

PA
"I tend to be a little
heightenad in ways that
weren't an the shaw”

o FAVORITE SPACESDESIGNER |

I “& combingtion of Frank
and Laurie”

“My pal Coug”

| PHILOSOPHY ON NEGATIV E REACTIONS TO THEIR ROOM

[ "It would break my heart,
but I'm prepared for it."

i

“You can't be
emationally involved,” |

“Trading 5paces rain-
vented the how-to pro-
gram,” says TLC general
manager Roger Marmet.
“But it is also an entertain-
ment program that works
on several levels: relation-
ship show, reality show and
a s5how where pepple give
up what they care about
mast, neat fo their families”

The goal, Marmet says, is
dlso bo produce drama and
“jeopardy” and that's whare
the cleverly cast team of
designers comes in: Douglas

Wilson ithe villaim, Vern Yio
Ithe perfectionist), Hilda
Santo-Tomas (the bitchy,
Laurie Hickson-Smith (the
Southern belle), Kia Steave:
Dickerson (the theme gueen),
Frank Bielec (the teddy
bear), Genevieve Garder ithe
Gen-X babe) and Edward
Walker (the dark horse),

It"s the luck of the draw
who inherils which designer,
and that has everything
to do with the ticking time
bomb at the show's heart:
the nomeowners' reactions
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Another day of
child's play far
| Trading Spaces:
| Family's resident
carpenter, Carter
Oosterhouse
{abowe); Davis
goes caed at the
University of
Arlzona in Tucsom
for Trading Spaces
on Campus (right} —

A
‘. Andy revealed: Less Than |

Perfect's Andy Dick joins E
cast mate Sara Rue and
Davis on a Tradlng Spaces
Goes Hellywaad special
{left); Trading Spaces
designer Yin="1"m the
idict who always wants to
install a flsar*=an a rell

e

bo bhe final procduct, known
as the “reveal” Some evoke
the type of edoe-of -your-
seat suspense that most
summer blockbuster movies
canonly dream of capturing.
Teke the infamous
episode in which designer
Wilsan deliberately defied
Ehe res st by homeowners
r sohn Herrick
not i paint their beloved
fireplace. He coverad it
up with a facade of white
wooad paneling. When the

for the reveal, Fam quietly
walked ofl camera, but
with her microphone still
attached, her loud scbs
could clearly be heard.
Wilson knew what he was
daing. "When | know what
the homeownears want,
| 'will go another way," he
admuts. "l want them (o
b worried about whether
they're going to love it

e {e)

While it's cortainly a guilty
pleasure to walch paople
lose it-a facl the show's
miakers understand well
enough to have assemblead
the DVD Trading Spaces:
They Hated If!= the fruth
is that disappointment is
uncommon. Often, the
rovieals produce tears of jow

“I've done N4 episodes—
Lhal’s 248 rooms—and maybe
10 homeownars haven't
liked them,” Paige Davis
asserts. And she admits
that she prefers it that way.

"I'm very sensitive to the
homeowners' plight. They're
crazy, outgoing, wonderful,
autrageous peaple.”
Farhaps just like the
people sitting in their ocwn
fattered La-Z-Bovs, tuning in
towatch one of television™s
maost terrific vicarious expe-
riences, Oh, and in case you
were wondering: There's
even more, Season 4 pre:
mieres September &,

ey Alexander is a senior eailor
af Savaeur magazing.

| WANT MORE?
{ Allthe Traging Spaces stuff
wvou can stand-and then some.
| BOOKS
TRADIMG SPACES EFISODE
| GUIDE (Marecitn, fall 2003)
| TRADING SPACES TRIVIA
Mergstn, Movemben
TRADING SPACES: BROYS WS,
GIRLS (5chiodas) o Movemberk
DvDs
THE BEST OF TRADING SEACES

TRADING SPACES: VIEWERS'
CHMMCE ool &va Labke now inom
Artizan Famiky Ertertammenli

SPECIALS

TRADIMG SPACES 100 GRAND
ars Gumday, Deteinr &

8 pm/ET. on TLC,

And coming to TV in 2004
TRADIMG SPACES:

THEY HATED IT!
TRADIMNG 5PACES: BLOOFERS
TRADING SPACES: |
BEHIND THE SCENES J
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