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‘Vagina Monologues’ visits Van Wezel

SHOW FROM 1G

got on the subject of her vagina, as you'll
do when talking about menopause, and ev-
ery woman said one more incredible, sad,
profound, funny thing about the vagina. I
didn’t think it would add up to much, but I
wrote one monologue and then another
and they responded.”

Ensler first read or performed the mono-
logues in 1996, and the full show opened in
1999 off-Broadway, where it closed earlier
this year. After Ensler left the show, rotat-
ing teams of three actresses replaced her,
including such performers as Marlo Tho-
mas, Jane Fonda, Brooke Shields, Amy Irv-
ing and Glenn Close. That three-actor for-
mat is being used in the national tour,
which in Sarasota stars Paige Davis, best
known as the host of The Learning Chan-
nel's hit series “Trading Spaces.” She joins
Gretchen Lee Kritch and Joyce Lee, who
work with different actresses each week
during the tour.

(In Fort Myers, Margot Kidder stars in
the show. A star has not yet been an-
nounced for the Tampa performances in
June.)

Davis may be best known from the TV
show, but she has appeared on Broadway
in the musicals “Beauty and the Beast” and
“Chicago,” and in the play “Dancing at
Lughnasa.”

Ensler, whose mother, Chris, lives in Sa-
rasota, said she is “completely amazed"” by
the show's success. “It’s a huge vagina mir-
acle. I couldn't have dreamed it up.”

While she says the show may have lead
more people to say the word “vagina” than
in the past, some are still reluctant. At the-
ater box offices, some patrons ask only for
tickets to “The Monologues,” and in her in-
troduction, Ensler refers to the “punk tick-
etseller” who tells women “that if they
can't say it, they can't come.”

TICKETS

The Vagina Monologues

Opens at B p.m. Tuesday and continues through
May 18 at the Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall,
777 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. Performances
are at & p.m. Tuesday through Friday, 5 and 8

- p.m. Saturday,’and 2 and 7 p.m. May 18. Tickets

range from $25-345 at the box office, 953-3368,
or plus service charge via Ticketmaster, (813)
287-8844.

In some cities, newspapers won't print
the whole title and she reports that CNN
once did a10-minute segment on the show
without ever mentioning the word “vagi-
na.!l

“What is it about vaginas that would
make anyone upset?” she asked. “The
chances are good that someone passed
through one. You can say ‘acid rain’ or
SCUD missiles’ or “weapons of mass de-
struction.” Those can be put on the front
pages and no one gets upset about the vul-
garity or obscenity of those words. But say
‘vagina’ and people are offended. It reveals
what people really feel about women.”

And the play, which is based on inter-
views with women that Ensler conducted
around the world, is about changing atti-
tudes and exploring issues that have rare-
ly, if ever been discussed on stage.

The monologues cover a range of issues
and feelings, from women who have been
beaten, abused or raped to women talking
about their sexual adventures, the feelings
they enjoy and the pain and excitement of
giving birth.

The New York Times wrote that the
show “is alternately hilarious and deeply
disturbing. But as important as the serious
monologues are — the tribute to Bosnian
rape victims, an eyewitness report about

the wonder of childbirth — humor is the
show's real strength.”

Ensler said that performing the show
“was one of those beautiful gifts. Women
gave me their stories and I hopefully creat-
ed something that was art and theater. But
those women are a deep part of my being
and I never grew tired of doing the show.
It was like having my friends with me.”

She said it’s difficult to discuss the im-
pact the show has had in some ways, but
she points with pride to the $20 million
that has been raised to stop violence
against women through the annual V-Day
events held around the world. The events
are usually staged around Valentine's Day.

“We've supported women in Afghani-
stan, for orphanages, schools. We’'re fund-
ing a lot of projects right now to stop vio-
lence against women,” she said.

There have been several V-Day events
in Sarasota in the past few years, including
two vears when local actresses took turns
performing the “Vagina Monologues” in
benefit performances.

She said the play and V-Day activities
have “given me incredible hope and faith
in the desire of people to rise up and trans-
form the violence in the world. I've seen it
happening in the world. The world of patri-
archy hopefully is on its last legs, and this
other world is emerging where a whole
new paradigm is taking place, leading us
into a much more life-affirming energy.”

When she first started performing the
show, audiences were mostly women, but
men now generally make up about 50 per-
cent of the crowd. “Men have gotten
brave,” she said.

Asked whether she's heard of anyone
writing a male version or answer to “The
Vagina Monologues,” Ensler pauses a mo-
ment to laugh.

“All plays are ‘penis plays.' We move in
a ‘penis monologue,’ so it would be redun-
dant to write one.”
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